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By CHERYL WHITING
Residents of Marpole are con-cerned that rising rents are caus-ing people to move out of the 
neighbourhood to more affordable 
communities.
Marpole was once a residential hub 
for affordable housing. Now it is quick-
ly catching up to other areas of the city 
after numerous development projects 
have sprung up in the last few years. 
Susan Haid, assistant director of 
South Vancouver planning, says the 
city recognizes that Marpole is a vul-
nerable area in terms of population and 
rent affordability. The Marpole plan 
was developed to move forward slowly, 
so that a large number of people 
weren't displaced at once.  
“We have a pace of change policy 
which we're still figuring out how to 
implement and monitor,” said Haid. “It 
essentially means we can't have all of 
those apartment areas be redeveloped 
at the same time.” 
Kimberley Osborn grew up in the 
area, but recently moved to Richmond 
after she says it became too expensive 
to live in Marpole. She kept her kids en-
rolled in their neighbourhood school so 
they wouldn't be disrupted, but now 
faces a long commute each day.
“I think that we have way too much 
development in one area and this is a 
conversation I think I was having for 
four years,” said Osborn, “it's too ex-
pensive in this area now.” 
Ashad Ali is a parent who lived in 
Marpole but had to move out of his 
suite after his rent for a two bedroom 
went from $1,100 to $1,800.
“They did offer us an initial discount 
of a few hundred bucks,” said Ali, “But 
then it went up [again].”
Haid says that the Residential Ten-
ancy Act prohibits landlords from rais-
ing the rent too much.
“If there's movement of tenants then 
there is more ability for the landlords 
to increase rent,” she said. “But for ten-
ants already in there, there are provin-
cial guidelines.”
By EMELIE PEACOCK
L
angara students are being asked 
for their opinions on consent and 
sexual violence as the college 
moves ahead with drafting a sexu-
al assault policy, which is now required 
by provincial law. 
After several recent sexual assault 
scandals at Canadian universities, the 
provincial government passed Bill 23, 
requiring all B.C. post-secondary insti-
tutions to create sexual misconduct pol-
icies by 2017. Last week a Langara group 
of administrators, faculty, staff and one 
student published a draft of a Sexual 
Violence and Misconduct Policy. 
The five-page document outlines re-
porting and investigative processes, 
confidentiality requirements and statis-
tical reporting. The policy also includes 
information about support services for 
people experiencing sexual violence or 
misconduct. 
Lealle Ruhl, coordinator of the peace 
and conflict studies program, said that 
while sexual assaults have occurred at 
Langara, sexual harassment is much 
more common.
“The sexual violence that’s less ex-
treme but equally debilitating, that’s a 
problem. It’s an educational barrier and 
it shouldn’t be there for anybody,” Ruhl 
said.  
Ruhl noted the current reporting sys-
tem is in need of a centralized base that 
would make it clear to students as to 
where and how they can report sexual 
misconduct. The new policy brings the 
process together into one document 
that would be available readily to all stu-
dents and faculty. 
As a result of the accessible and com-
prehensive nature of the new policy, ad-
ministrators expect to see more stu-
dents coming forward with their experi-
ences of sexual violence. 
“We know there’s underreporting go-
ing on,” said Maggie Ross, manager of 
student conduct and judicial affairs. “Af-
ter we start rolling out the policy and 
doing our educational campaign, we will 
be able to assess.” 
The group hopes the public consulta-
tion will capture the views of communi-
ties they haven’t heard from. 
“We’re probably missing a few things, 
it’s inevitable. We’re only so many peo-
ple with so many minds,” said Janine 
Sicotte, the student on the group. Feed-
back from students during the campus-
wide consultation process to shape the 
final draft of the policy. 
City is aware that rent 
affordability is an issue 
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too much 
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one area
KIMBERLEY 
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Rising rents worry Marpole residents
 
Advocate:
more rentals 
needed 
By ALYSE KOTYK
The City of Vancouver recently an-nounced it will build 250 affordable rental units in South Vancouver's 
River District, but Generation Squeeze, 
a housing campaign that advocates for 
affordable home ownership, says it is 
not enough. 
Paul Kershaw, the founder of the na-
tional collaboration, said the rental 
units will help, but the city still has a lot 
of work to do to reduce pressure in 
Vancouver's housing market. 
"You bet, 250 units is a start," said 
Kershaw. "It's not unimportant, but ul-
timately we need to make our market 
and the broader supply that's currently 
available more in reach for a younger 
demographic."
Kershaw and others from Genera-
tion Squeeze met with Vancouver May-
or Gregor Robertson on Oct. 17 to ad-
dress housing affordability. While 
Generation Squeeze focuses on owner-
ship, Kershaw said renting long-term 
might be the reality for many Vancou-
ver residents. 
"Renting for life is something that 
our demographic is going to have to be-
come increasingly proud of and happy 
of and content with," said Kershaw, 
"That means there needs to be a stock 
of suitably sized rentals that can give a 
younger demographic the stability they 
need."
City of Vancouver 
chief housing offi-
cer Mukhtar Latif 
said rental units 
tend to be more ac-
cessible than own-
ing a home.
"We are inter-
ested in imple-
menting an afford-
able home 
ownership pro-
gram," said Latif. 
"But the rental 
program is obvi-
ously something 
we can influence a 
lot more and that's 
where we've been concentrating our 
resources because it's much easier for 
people to access rental housing."
Langara student Harmilan Nandha 
said he would prefer if the city focused 
on affordable home ownership and sug-
gested that it would have ripple effects 
from owners to suite renters. 
"I think they must put pressure on 
the home ownership," said Nandha. "It 
will directly reduce the price which we 
pay to stay in their basement."
Construction on the 250 units will be-
gin next spring.
HARMILAN NANDHA
Langara student 
and renter
Housing group says 250  
affordable rental units 
slated for the River 
District is not enough
Sex assault policy imminent
Langara group encourages students to get involved in the process 
1    Will provide 
increased educa-
tion and training for 
students and staff
2 Will collect stats 
to track trends 
and number of 
incidents
3   Will investigate 
on and off campus 
incidents 
4 UBC Sex Assault 
Support Centre 
helped draft policy
POLICY
notes
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Maggie Ross, manager of student conduct and judicial affairs at Langara, helped draft the college's sexual assault policy.
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Real life phobias are inspiring Hollywood horror movies
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High risk and low reward isn’t stopping Vancouver bank robbers
Youth council is in the 
works for Vancouver
By CHARLES DALE
Young people in South Vancouver will soon have a voice in the fed-eral government. 
The office of Harjit Sajjan, MP for 
Vancouver South, has begun the selec-
tion process for a local Constituency 
Youth Council. The council will be 
made up of 12 residents of South Van-
couver between the ages of 13 and 18. It 
is intended to provide an opportunity 
for local high school students to be-
come more engaged in the political pro-
cess, have the chance to meet their MP 
and voice their con-
cerns.
Eric Gustavson, 
constituency assis-
tant for Sajjan, said 
the office felt that 
high school stu-
dents were under-
represented.
“We really want 
to engage them in a 
way that maybe 
they can’t be in the 
current system in 
their high school,” 
Gustavson said. 
“The real idea be-
hind the project is 
that we’re bringing 
these youth togeth-
er and ideally get-
ting them to voice 
whatever it is that 
they’re concerned 
about, and inspire, 
encourage and en-
able them to actu-
ally take action on 
it.”
Jacob Mattie, a 
general sciences student at Langara 
College, thinks the council will help 
young people take interest in politics. 
“It’s cool to try to reach out to young 
people,” Mattie said. “If [Sajjan] can 
reach the group who don’t traditionally 
care about politics, that would be inter-
esting.”
Richard Johnston, a political science 
professor at UBC, thinks the council is 
a good idea and that a lack of engage-
ment between youth and the govern-
ment has been an issue for a long time, 
but expressed concern about potential 
partisan bias.
“The fact that [no youth councils] 
have been conducted in non-Liberal 
ridings is interesting.” Johnston said. 
“It does sound like the governing party 
taking advantage of its privileged posi-
tion.”
However, Gustavson stressed that 
the council will be non-partisan.
“It is open to anyone, and we didn’t 
ask for any sort of political leanings in 
our process,” Gustavson said.
Sajjan’s office is currently contact-
ing successful applicants, and plans to 
hold the first meeting before Decem-
ber.
“The real 
idea be-
hind the 
project is 
that we’re 
bring-
ing these 
youth 
together
ERIC GUSTAVSON
constituency as-
sistant for Sajjan
Bank heists a bad venture
By CHANDLER WALTER 
B
ank robbery is on the rise in Van-
couver this year, even though it’s 
a crime that carries a high arrest 
risk and has a low return, say po-
lice.
The bank thefts have gone up from 22 
by the end of September in 2015 to 39 in 
the same time frame in 2016, according 
to a third-quarter report from the police 
department. 
These crimes have a low payoff due to 
banks’ centralized teller system, and 
robbers don’t get away with much, if at 
all, as the arrest rate for bank robberies 
is the highest of all crimes, according to 
Staff Sgt. Randy Fincham. 
“They do a lot of time for not a lot of 
money. It blows our minds that people 
still rob banks,” said Fincham. “You’re 
going to do some serious time for rob-
bing a bank. You’re a getting a couple 
hundred dollars at a place that has got 
the best video security that we could 
have.”
Police Chief Adam Palmer said that 
serial offenders recently released from 
prison likely cause the increase in 
heists, as those offenders often commit 
multiple robberies in a row before being 
arrested again. 
 “We’ll pick them up, we’ll solve a 
string of five or six bank robberies, 
they’ll go back to jail for three or four 
years,” he said. 
Fincham chalks the repeated offences 
up to engrained habit in the criminals. 
“Some of them do it because that’s 
what they know; that’s how they sur-
vive, that’s their job, robbing a bank, 
that’s how they get by.” 
Bank officials say that while robbing 
banks may seem like a foolish objective, 
it happens more often than most would 
realize. 
“[Bank robberies are] more common 
than you and a lot of people might 
know,” said Aurora Bonin, senior media 
relations manager at HSBC. “They’re 
something we’re aware of, and we work 
closely with […] the local authorities 
and, of course, our own internal teams 
to manage.”
Teen voice 
comes to 
South Van
CHARLES DALE photo
Sajjan’s office, located in South Van 
is currently contacting youth.
Marpole residents are looking forward to changes 
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Several robbers recently released from prison could be causing the increase in bank robberies in Vancouver according to VPD.
After many years of planning, South Van residents are 
tentatively hopeful about plans for the community centre
By CHAHIRA MERARSI
Marpole residents hope the long-anticipated renewal of the Mar-pole-Oakridge Community Cen-
tre will bring significant changes.
Albert Leung, the vice-president of 
the Marpole-Oakridge Community As-
sociation [MOCA], said that the com-
munity consultation, due to start soon, 
will play a big part in determining what 
changes will be made to the centre. One 
thing is for sure, everyone wants a pool.
“First and foremost, most people ask 
me, ‘Is there going to be a swimming 
pool?,’” Leung said. “They’re also con-
cerned about childcare.” 
A park-board vote four months ago 
to renew the centre contained a num-
ber of stipulations, including a require-
ment that the board consider adding a “ 
complementary service,” such as a day-
care or the crowd-pleasing swimming 
pool.
The centre, which opened in 1949, is 
the oldest in Vancouver and, for 16 
years, community members have been 
in talks with the city about a possible 
renewal. After much back and forth, the 
Vancouver park board approved the 
motion to renew at its board meeting 
June 13.
That was welcome news for the com-
munity.
“Us working in MOCA are very re-
lieved and very happy,” Leung said.
According to Mike Burdick, presi-
dent of MOCA, the renewal of this com-
munity centre in particular is crucial 
because of the growth in Marpole’s 
population.
“We will be serving the second-larg-
est population in the city,” Burdick said. 
“We don’t have a pool, we don’t have a 
rink, we have nothing. So we’re looking 
for some ameni-
ties,” he said.
Although com-
munity members 
are pleased with 
the motion to re-
new the centre, 
they’re only cau-
tiously optimistic 
due to the road-
blocks they faced in 
the past. 
“I think that the 
best way to handle 
this kind of situa-
tion is to take a 
very optimistic look 
but you don’t want 
to be totally naïve 
until things are 
done,” Leung said.
Public consulta-
tion was supposed 
to start in 2016. However, nothing has 
been scheduled yet. 
According to Norman Zottenberg, an 
architect and former president of 
MOCA, community centres help build a 
fabric for the community. “It ties very 
different people together, and I think 
it’s important to [feel like] a part of the 
community.” 
“We don’t 
have a 
pool, we 
don’t have 
a rink, 
we have 
nothing. 
So we’re 
looking for 
some ame-
nities
MIKE BURDICK
MOCA PRESIDENT
CHAHIRA MERARSI photos
Residents are most hopeful for the long-awaited  pool, 
as well as childcare facilities in the centre.
1	 The ‘Vaulter Bandit’ 
is the most notori-
ous bank robber in 
Canada.
2	 The maximum 
penalty for bank 
robbery in Canada 
is 20 years.
3	 In 1699, a bank 
robber could be 
sentenced to death 
in the UK.
Sources: Wikipedia, express.co
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Harjit Sajjan, Minister of National Defence and MP for Vancouver South, announced funding at Langara College on Oct 21 2016.
Building A to be upgraded
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN
M
inister of National Defence 
and Vancouver South MP, 
Harjit Sajjan, was at Langara 
College Friday to announce a 
government investment of $1.58 million 
to update Langara’s Building A. 
The funding’s main goal is to make 
the building more environmentally 
friendly and to provide better research 
facilities for students and staff. One of 
the biggest projects will replace two 
ventilation systems, in operation since 
the 1970s. The new fans will reduce 
costs and energy usage. Sajjan empha-
sized the significance of these updates. 
“It’s so important to be able to bring 
that level of support to community col-
lege and especially Langara College, 
where I went as well,” Sajjan said. 
“When you look at the younger genera-
tion, and the importance of the envi-
ronment, this is about demonstrating 
that their education institutions are do-
ing it as well, and that their govern-
ment is investing into it. 
“We can’t just talk about it; we need 
to take action.” 
The federal government is providing 
$1 million, the provincial government 
is providing $584,000 and Langara is 
providing an additional $610,000. Part 
of a new federal initiative, the Post-Sec-
ondary Institutions Strategic Invest-
ment Fund, $2 billion will be given to 
Canadian universities and colleges. 
President and CEO of Langara Col-
lege, Lane Trotter, said funding and 
upgrades will help carry on the school’s 
2009-2014 strategy of reducing energy 
use on campus. 
Ghezal Durrani, criminal justice stu-
dent and Board of Governors member, 
looks forward to the school’s improve-
ments, for herself and the community. 
“Putting money into colleges or uni-
versities is never a waste of time or 
money because it’s an investment into 
a better country,” she said. 
Langara recently spent $48.9 million 
on the new Science & Technology 
Building. 
Funding will reduce Building A’s energy consumption 
TIMELINE
The replacement of the 
1970-era ventilation 
system should be 
completed by spring 
2018.
JOB CREATION
The fan replacement 
project will create 
approximately 10 direct 
and four indirect jobs.
Source: langara.ca
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Legacy fund “changed” Studio 58
By KRISTYN ANTHONY
Langara College’s premiere theatre arts program is expanding thanks to the success of the Studio 58 Lega-
cy Fund, which raised almost 10 per 
cent more than anticipated.
 Initially established to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the program, artis-
tic director Kathryn Shaw, former as-
sociate director Jane Heyman and Stu-
dio 58 graduate Joey Lespérance 
conceived the idea over dinner one eve-
ning in the spring of 2014.
In September, the Langara College 
Foundation announced the Legacy 
Fund had exceeded its original goal of 
$250,000. Over 500 individual donors 
have contributed to the campaign rais-
ing $136,739, which the college matched. 
While it wasn’t clear exactly how the 
additional $23,000 would be spent, on 
the whole, the fund has given students 
opportunities such as working with 
professional actress and program alum 
Leslie Jones in last season’s production 
of The Crowd.
“They had the opportunity to ob-
serve first-hand how a professional ac-
tor approaches the work,” Shaw said in 
an email to The Voice. “They were able 
to ask her questions and get advice on 
how to survive in the outside world.”
Cameron Mackenzie, co-founder of 
Zee Zee Theatre, is a graduate of Stu-
dio 58 and a donor to the fund. 
“Studio 58 is one of the best conser-
vatory theatre programs in the country 
and when you look at the resources we 
have, it’s laughable,” Mackenzie said. 
David Hudgins, associate director of 
Studio 58, said the advantages the Leg-
acy Fund provides are not always visi-
ble on stage. But he feels it has  helped 
students, reinforcing the respect peo-
ple have for the program. 
“It’s changed us. We owe a huge debt 
of gratitude to those who donated.”
Hudgins said the fund allowed them 
to hire a choreographer for this sea-
son’s musical, 42nd Street. “It gives us 
an edge,” he said. “And, it gives the stu-
dents an experience that we wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to afford, really en-
hancing their education.” 
Domestic 
enrolment 
target not 
reached
Budget letter indicated 
that provincial funding 
could be cut if college 
didn’t meet requirements
KRISTYN ANTHONY photo
Associate director David Hudgins, takes a seat in the theatre at Studio 58.
By TANNER BOKOR
For the first time in its history, Lan-gara failed to meet provincial full-time domestic enrolment targets, 
putting the college at risk of losing gov-
ernment funding.
Langara gets provincial funding for 
7,056 domestic students, but because 
202 full-time domestic seats were emp-
ty last year, the college is theoretically 
at risk of losing $2.1 million going for-
ward.
“We’re in a trough as far as the popu-
lation of college-aged students,” said 
Ian Humphreys, Langara’s provost and 
vice-president academic and students. 
In 2015-16, Langara had 6,854 full-time 
domestic students, 202 fewer than what 
is funded by the B.C. government. 
According to a B.C. Ministry of Ad-
vanced Education budget letter sent to 
the college in August, failure to meet 
provincial targets could mean funds 
will be redirected to other institutions. 
Humphreys said this rarely occurs in 
B.C. as other institutions are often far 
off of their FTE targets.
“If you look across the province, var-
ious institutions fail to meet their tar-
gets quite significant-
ly,” Humphreys said. 
“I can’t think of an 
instance where the 
government has ever 
reduced funding as a 
result of institutions 
not meeting targets.”
Domestic enrol-
ment has been falling 
by one to 1.5 per cent 
annually in recent 
years, he said.
“We come within a 
couple percentage 
points all the time of 
meeting our targets,” 
he said. “I’m not over-
ly concerned. Howev-
er...we are engaging 
in a recruitment ini-
tiative to try and 
change the direction 
that the trend is mov-
ing.”
Humphreys said 
the college is focusing on international 
enrolment to fill funding shortfalls.
 “We charge a small premium over 
the actual cost of delivery to our inter-
national students, and that does con-
tribute and offset some of the deficit 
that we would incur on delivery to do-
mestic students,” said Humphreys. In-
ternational students are charged up to 
six times more than domestic students.
By provincial law, the college cannot 
increase domestic tuition above two 
per cent per year, while the College 
Board can set international tuition 
rates as it sees fit.
The province gives $44 million a year 
to the college’s $115 million budget. Tu-
ition, program fees, contracted servic-
es and investments make up the rest. 
Andrew Wilkinson, B.C.’s Minister 
of Advanced Education, said Langara’s 
finances are historically stable. 
“Langara actually does very well in 
terms of financial performance, and de-
livers the product as it’s needed to,” 
said Wilkinson. “It’s also in that special 
situation where it doesn’t consume a 
lot of supplies, like a welding program 
or a heavy mechanic program would.”
Fund raised $23,000 more 
than expected
“We’re in a 
trough as 
far as the 
population 
of college-
aged stu-
dents
IAN HUMPHREYS
Provost and 
Vice-President, 
Academic and 
Students
“Studio 58 is 
one of the 
best con-
servatory 
theatre 
programs 
in the 
country 
and when 
you look 
at the re-
sources we 
have, it’s 
laughable
CAMERON MACK-
ENZIE
CO-FOUNDER OF 
ZEE ZEE THEATRE
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Theatre stages 500th show 
A renowned South Vancouver theatre celebrates a special occasion 
Vancouver’s most outgoing hermit
A Langara student shows 
his personality through his 
love for hip-hop music 
STUART NEATBY photo
Counter-clockwise from the top, Lehtinen performing, bottom right Lehtinen post performance.  
By CHELSEA POWRIE
S
outh Vancouver’s Metro Theatre 
is hitting a milestone this month 
with the opening of Sense and 
Sensibility, its 500th production. 
Sean Ullmann was a child when the 
Metro Theatre opened its doors in 1962. 
She grew up in the theatre, hanging 
around while her mother worked in 
many capacities. 54 years later, Ullmann 
is still at South Vancouver’s Metro The-
atre, currently managing the costumes 
for Sense and Sensibility.
“I have the dubious distinction of be-
ing the only person left who’s been here 
since Metro opened,” Ullmann said. 
“I’m thrilled to see [Sense and Sensibil-
ity] being done on such an auspicious 
occasion.”
The Metro Theatre has a loyal follow-
ing in South Vancouver. It produces 
around five shows per season, plus a 
popular annual Christmas pantomime, 
a traditional English parody show. In 
1964, the Metro Theatre moved to its 
current location, with its first show be-
ing a White Rock Players’ Club produc-
tion of Dark of the Moon. 
Joan Bryans, the director of Sense 
and Sensibility, first got involved at the 
Metro Theatre as a member of the cho-
rus in the early 80s.
“My daughter was 10 or 11, and at 
that point I didn’t want her to be in a 
show without me being around to keep 
an eye on her,” Bryans said. “I thought if 
she’s in it, I’m going to be in it too!”
Bryans has since become a staple di-
rector with the company. She is excited 
to be involved in the 500th production at 
the Metro Theatre, which she considers 
an important community institution. 
“There are very few proper theatres 
left. Here you have a full audience and 
the red curtains come down just the way 
it used to be and you have all the bells 
and whistles,” Bryans said. “And of 
course there aren’t very many theatres 
down in this part of the [city].”
The Metro Theatre’s importance also 
lies in its tradition of fostering emerg-
ing talent. Cassie Ledoux is playing 
Marianne in Sense and Sensibility, her 
first stage role since moving to Vancou-
ver from Smithers. She’s thrilled that 
institutions like the Metro Theatre still 
exist.
“There’s something very special 
about live theatre,” Ledoux said. “May-
be it inspires something [people] they 
wouldn’t have otherwise thought 
about.”
Langara 
teachers 
walk away 
as winners
Two Langara journalism 
teachers win prestigious 
awards at the annual Jack 
Webster Awards dinner
By STUART NEATBY
Isaiah Lehtinen may be Vancouver’s most outgoing hermit.Lehtinen, who studies business 
administration at Langara College, is 
better known within Vancouver’s all-
ages scene by his hip-hop stage name 
“Hermit.” The 18-year-old has been 
performing for over two years. A man-
ic, wickedly fun stage performer, 
Lehtinen’s set at an East Vancouver all-
ages show last Friday, Oct. 21, ended 
with a crowd sing-along cover of Gwen 
Stefani’s Hollaback Girl.
Lehtinen, however, insisted that he’s 
naturally a homebody.
“I’m not a super sociable person. 
These shows, those are my big social 
events of the month,” said Lehtinen 
during an interview before the show. 
The hermit theme, along with his 
love of Japanese anime and video 
games, flows through his songs, which 
he described as “ethereal trap music.” 
His newest track, Akihabara, an hom-
age to the Tokyo district and anime 
mecca, features lines like “catch me I’m 
leavin’ my body/I’m runnin’ shi Gendo 
Ikari/y’all gettin’ mad because Her-
mit’s at home/he’s not at your party.” 
Lehtinen said he isn’t confident 
when it comes to the state of Vancou-
ver’s all-ages music scene. He said that 
Vancouver desperately needs a sus-
tainable all-ages music venue. His set 
on Friday occurred at a licensed-but-
informal East Vancouver venue known 
only as ‘Half Satan.’
“We’re throwing shows at warehous-
es and at dilapidated parts studios 
where the foundation is cracking,” he 
said.
Karlan Morrison, the 26-year-old ar-
tistic director of ‘Half Satan,’ said that 
the work of maintaining all-ages ven-
ues are rewarding because of the expo-
sure it gives for artists like Lehtinen.
“They’re just trying to produce art 
and have a place to be able to perform 
the art that they pour their soul into,” 
he said.
By MICHELE PAULSE
  
Kim Bolan, a Langara journalism instructor and Vancouver Sun re-porter, won the Excellence in Le-
gal Journalism category at the 30th an-
nual Jack Webster Awards on Oct. 20.  
   The awards recognizes journalists 
in print and broadcasting throughout 
B.C. for outstanding reporting. Jack 
Webster had an influential career for 
over 40 years; in 1986 The Jack Webster 
Foundation was created in his honour. 
This year it took place at Vancouver’s 
Hyatt Regency. 
Bolan won her Jack Webster Award 
for her series ‘Jail Violence on the 
Rise,’ on inmate-on-inmate attacks 
over a period of 18 months.
   “It’s nice to get the recognition for a 
story that was hard 
to do,” Bolan said. 
“I always say to my 
colleagues that I 
don’t want awards 
to be the focus of 
my life.” 
    Bolan said her 
win was a “crap 
shoot,” and also 
recognized the ex-
cellent work of her 
journalist peers. 
   “I write stories 
because I think 
they’re important 
and a lot of impor-
tant stories don’t 
win awards but 
they’re still impor-
tant stories,” she 
said. 
 Bolan said she 
spent a lot of the 
evening with other 
reporters, discuss-
ing the value of 
news and the im-
portance of journalism effecting 
change throughout communities.
    Rob Dykstra, a retired Langara 
journalism instructor, who taught for 
32 years, received the Bill Good Award 
that honours a journalist or educator 
who makes a significant contribution 
to journalism in B.C..
   “My first reaction was surprise. I 
was taken aback. I thought ‘who me?’” 
said Dykstra, whose passion for fea-
ture writing led him to create the Lan-
gara Journalism Review, a magazine 
about journalism and the media.  
   “To be recognized by your peers is a 
real achievement,” said Dykstra who 
described the annual gathering of jour-
nalists as a family reunion.
   Other Langara instructors and 
alumni were recognized throughout 
the evening, including Jon Woodward, 
another Langara journalism instructor 
and an investigative reporter at CTV. 
He was nominated with co-reporter 
Kendra Mangione for Excellence in 
Digital Journalism. Langara journal-
ism grad Mike Hager won The Jack 
Webster Business, Industry & Econom-
ics Award.  A current Langara journal-
ism student, Alyse Kotyk, won The 
Jack Webster Foundation Student 
Journalism Award, along with four 
other students from B.C. post second-
ary institutions.
CHELSEA POWRIE photo
Metro Theatre in South Vancouver.
“I don’t 
want 
awards to 
be the fo-
cus of my 
life 
KIM BOLAN
Langara teacher 
and journalist 
1	 Metro Theatre is a 
non-profit organiza-
tion.
2	 Metro Theatre has 
over 300 seats.
3	 Metro Theatre puts 
on more shows 
annually than any 
other theatre in 
North America.
.4	 Metro Theatre’s 
annual line-up 
includes plays 
and musicals from 
everywhere.
5	 Metro Theatre is
          wheelchair 
          accessible.
Source: MetroTheatre.com
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BALA YOGESH photo
Students gathered in Langara College’s cafeteria for a Diwali celebration put together by the international education department.
Diwali, bright thoughts of home
Event organized by Langara College comforts international students
By BALA YOGESH
L
angara College’s international 
education department held an 
event to celebrate Diwali last Fri-
day — and to many students, it 
felt just like home. This is the third 
year Langara has held a celebration for 
Diwali. 
Two international student volun-
teers started the initiative in 2014, as 
they wanted to showcase the festival of 
lights on campus.  
“It is too good. We can feel like we’re 
in India,” said Langara student Har-
leen Sandhu, while dancing to the mu-
sic filling the cafeteria.
Diwali is one of the major festivals in 
India and many other countries. The 
festival signifies the victory of light 
over darkness, good over evil and hope 
over despair.  
 “It’s very important because since 
we really miss our home so much, it’s 
good,” said Sukriti Karla, another Lan-
gara student. 
“I don’t think it’s only Langara but 
every college in Canada provides this 
opportunity that they have for school, 
and they have an Indian association 
and after that they create events like 
these. That’s really important for us.”
The event at Langara consisted of 
dance performances by students, an ar-
ray of Indian foods and an open dance 
floor where students enjoyed a variety 
of Indian songs. 
The international education depart-
ment held the event during the school 
day, a change from last year.  
The result of this was greater acces-
sibility for students who wanted to at-
tend, as it was during regular hours.
“[I was] really excited about this cel-
ebration because last time it was at 
night, and many of the students missed 
it and regretted that they couldn’t at-
tend it,” said event organizer Attinder-
jit Kaur Sidhu, adding that they were 
happy the college listened to the feed-
back.
The international students who are 
away from home feel that the event is 
very important to them.
“This event is truly a collaborative 
effort among the international educa-
tion team and students.  This event is a 
great opportunity to celebrate this spe-
cial event with the Langara communi-
ty,” said Lynette Hawksley, communi-
cations officer for the international 
education department. 
 “It showcases the wonderful cul-
tures that observe this festival and 
helps to raise intercultural awareness 
and understanding.”
“It is too 
good. 
We can feel 
like we’re 
in India
HARLEEN SANDHU
LANGARA 
STUDENT
Comic society nurtures craft, creativity
By BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE
For the past 10 years, an art society in South Vancouver has been help-ing comic artists explore their 
craft.
Cloudscape Comics is a 10-year-old 
art society that has operated in a field-
house on Memorial South Park for the 
past four years. 
This space allows local comic artists 
to connect and network with each oth-
er. The society also offers weekly 
events throughout the year and is open 
to the public.
Jeff Ellis, founder of Cloudscape 
Comics, said that he wanted to build a 
community to help aspiring artists 
hone their skills, create better story-
lines and find viable outlets for publica-
tion. 
Having a place in the park made it 
easier to nurture their community.
“Just having a brick and mortar facil-
ity gives you a certain amount of legiti-
macy that people don’t give when you 
meet at coffee shops,” said Ellis. “We 
had a lot more interest from the media. 
We got a lot more grants approved.”
According to Ellis, the space also 
drew more people in. It made the social 
connection stronger. Weekly meetings 
at the studio are often standing room 
only. 
Monica Disher is an urban fantasy 
comic artist who joined Cloudscape 
Comics in search of artistic friends.
“It’s really important to have arty 
friends around you when you are try-
ing work,” she said. “It’s an environ-
ment thing. It keeps you motivated.” 
The meetings help hone her craft.
“You can bring in anything you’re 
working on and get feedback, get help-
ful comments,” she said.  “And, if you’re 
stuck, it’s great to have a community of 
artists to bounce stuff off of.”
Hannah Myers, one of Cloudscape’s 
Studio Resident Artists, agreed that 
the space provides a positive work en-
vironment.
“Its really easy to get into a down-
ward spiral when you’re just working 
at home and doubting yourself con-
stantly,” she said. 
The current president of Cloud-
scape, Oliver McTavish-Wisden said 
that the goal for Cloudscape is to grow 
and increase their reputation so their 
artists can thrive.
“We want to continue to be B.C.’s 
largest comic society,” he said.
Local comic organization 
in Memorial South Park 
trying to develop artistry
BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE photo
Cloudscape Comics members work during a meeting.
‘Drunkorexia’
an alarming 
behaviour
at colleges
Growing trend at 
post-secondary 
institutions has been 
linked to eating disorders
By LAUREN BOOTHBY
Students in the Lower Mainland are drinking alcohol instead of eating meals to avoid calories and 
gaining weight.
‘Drunkorexia’ is a trend that in-
volves drinking rather than eating and 
the behaviour sometimes includes 
purging to avoid gaining weight. The 
behaviour has been linked to eating 
disorders like anorexia and bulimia.  
Some students at Langara seem to 
be aware of the health risks associated 
to the trend. 
Dock Duncan, a 
family studies stu-
dent, does not en-
gage in behaviour 
associated to ‘drun-
korexia’, but has 
friends who do. 
“Some female 
friends of mine are 
very caloric-ori-
ented and they 
will skip meals if 
they intend to 
drink,” Duncan 
said.
According to a release from Simon 
Fraser University, the side effects as-
sociated with consuming alcohol are 
increased when engaging in this be-
haviour.
Some of the long-term effects of 
‘drunkorexia’ are: liver, heart and 
brain damage, nutritional deficiencies, 
and advance eating disorders, accord-
ing to the website for the Addiction 
Centre.
Michele Bowers, the chair of Langa-
ra’s counselling department said that 
Langara students are not immune to 
the trend. According to Bowers, eating 
disorders often coexist with strong 
emotions and behaviours. 
“There is often a lot of denial and 
shame associated with eating disor-
ders so we don’t often hear the specific 
details of student behaviours,” wrote 
Bowers in an email. 
Frances Torres, a pre-nursing stu-
dent at Langara, also has friends who 
swap meals for drinking.  
“I think that’s a pretty bad idea, in 
my opinion. I drink to have a good time, 
but I make sure I’m conscious,” said 
Torres. “I try to drink smart.”
Sofia Lester, a psychology student, 
also thinks it’s not a healthy decision 
to make.
“That’s just asking for regret,” she 
said. “It’s unhealthy. The immediate 
ramifications are a really freaking bad 
hangover the next day, but also in the 
long-run it can affect your health.”
DOCK DUNCAN
Family stud-
ies student at 
Langara
MALNUTRITION
Depriving the brain of 
nutrients while drinking 
can result in short and 
long-term cognitive 
problems.
INCREASED RISK OF 
ALCOHOL POISONING
Consuming alcohol on an 
empty stomach will result 
in getting drunk 
faster.
 RELATED TO EATING  
 DISORDERS
  ‘Drunkorexia’ can result in 
  symptoms related to   
  anorexia and bulimia, like  
  purging and binge eating.
 ORGAN DAMAGE
  Without consuming food, 
  drinking large quantities 
  of alcohol can cause 
  damage to the liver, heart 
  and stomach.
Source: healthyhorns.utexas.edu 
& emaxhealth.com/
‘DRUNKOREXIA’
   health risks
EDITOR BRIAN KUROKAWA
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Your voice matters to us
Have a story idea?
Any issues you want us to cover?
Write to thevoice@langara.bc.ca
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Think we got a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Journalism instructor 
Erica Bulman oversees 
The Voice. Email her at 
ebulman@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department. Editorial 
opinions are those 
of the staff and are 
independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration. We 
welcome letters to 
the editor. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Your letter must 
include your name 
and phone number.
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It is the season to be spooked, but the scariest thing going on in South Vancouver isn’t people 
wearing clown masks or taking 
treats from strangers, it is the 
crippling economic situation we are 
in. 
In comes the City of Vancouver 
with a new plan to help. It was 
recently announced that 250 new 
rental units will be built along 
Marine Drive, east of Kerr Street, to 
accommodate people and families 
with low incomes. This sounds like 
an amazing plan, and to a certain 
extent it is, though the rental prices 
of these units and how they will be 
managed has not yet been released.
What is apparent, though, is that 
they are practi-
cally floating in 
the Fraser River. 
They are as far 
away from 
everything as it is 
possible. 
Not all low 
income families 
have access to 
cars, so it would 
be in the best 
interest of any 
low income 
housing area to have adequate 
public transit nearby.
Vancouver busses do not run 
there and if they come close, the 
rider is in for the most inconvenient 
commute imaginable. A Google 
Maps search of the address with the 
most units (3185 Riverwalk Ave.) 
shows dismal coverage. 
The search indicated that to get to 
Metrotown by bus, a 4.5-kilometre 
car ride, it will take a transit user 
approximately 41 minutes. It is 
roughly a 30-minute bus ride to 
Killarney Secondary School, 2.7 km 
away, which includes scaling a large 
hill on foot. The closest shopping 
centre, Champlain Square, is about a 
25-minute walk, as no buses go up 
the same massive hill the high 
school students would have to take 
on their slow trudge to class every 
day. 
After looking closer, maybe 
affordable living, in this case, does 
not quite equal convenient family 
living. Aside from maybe having the 
convenience of rolling your grocer-
ies down Kerr Street hill.
OPINION
SEAN HITREC
Langara College is finally drafting an extensive sexual assault policy, and it’s about time. 
The college is reaching out to 
students for their opinions and 
input, and overall, it seems like a 
very positive process so far. 
Students can submit feedback 
online about different aspects of the 
policy, or take part in a discussion 
group. The 
student involve-
ment is quite 
promising.
The unfortu-
nate part is that 
this wasn’t 
Langara’s idea. 
The college is 
merely complying 
with a new 
provincial bill, 
Bill 23, stating that all post second-
ary institutions must have a clear 
sexual misconduct policy, and it will 
cover sexual assault and sexual 
harassment for students and staff, 
and will extend to anyone involved 
with the college in some form or 
another, under a limited reach. 
It is surprising that Langara did 
not already have an extensive policy 
outside of their student code of 
conduct. The college has a campus 
safe walk program, and The Voice 
did an article last year and a recent 
follow up on the security cameras.
With semi recent reports of sexual 
assault  on campuses in B.C. and 
across Canada, it should have been 
safe to assume that the college 
would have taken it upon themselves 
to update their policy without 
prompting from the provincial 
government.
The fact that sexual assault still 
happens is a terrifying reality. There 
needs to be understandable, cut and 
dried, policies in place in schools to 
help prevent assault, and how to 
deal with it should it happen. Clear 
consequences are very important for 
the offender and set resources for 
victims, should a student, faculty 
member, or anyone involved with the 
college face assault. 
As the public consultations draw 
to an end in early November, it will 
be interesting to see what Langara’s 
approach ends up being.
All in all, points to Langara for 
drafting a new sexual assault policy. 
Partially in the way that you give 
someone hypothetical points for not 
stealing your wallet, but points 
nonetheless.
OPINION
JENNA TYTGAT
Sam Raimi’s The Evil Dead is the epitome of a cult classic horror movie. With Halloween right 
around the corner, it will surely be 
watched by countless fans, old and 
new, but what makes it a cult 
classic?
We’ve all heard the term thrown 
around, but it can be hard to pin 
down what it actually means. Oxford 
Dictionary defines it as, “A film or a 
book that is popular or fashionable 
among a particular group or 
segment of society.” This is accu-
rate, if a little vague. With taste 
being subjective, perhaps a closer 
definition is, “You know it when you 
see it.”
Does The Evil Dead qualify? Many 
would argue that yes, of course it 
does, but why?
It’s a cult classic for many 
reasons, not least of all is because of 
the influence it had on countless 
horror movies that came after it. 
What Raimi accomplished with his 
first film is astonishing, and it 
should be required viewing for any 
aspiring filmmaker, or even just 
movie fans.
It is the film’s legacy that cements 
its place as a true cult classic. Its 
use of practical gore effects, and 
amounts of fake blood which were 
unprecedented at the time, caused it 
to be banned in several countries. 
Its ban in Germany was only lifted 
in 2016. Because of this, the film 
spread mostly through word of 
mouth and bootlegged videotapes in 
an early example of video piracy. 
It’s also quite funny, with a script 
full of black humour and the 
excessive gore coming off as 
tongue-in-cheek, a 
quality sorely 
lacking in today’s 
miserable world 
of ‘Torture-Porn’ 
horror.   
The Evil Dead 
went on to spawn 
two sequels (Evil 
Dead 2 and , 
classics in their 
own right,) a 2013 
reboot, a TV 
series and even a 
stage musical. 
It has also been a lasting influence 
on a generation of filmmakers, even 
beyond the horror genre.
Whether you like it or not is up to 
you, but it’s hard to deny that The 
Evil Dead is a fantastic and endur-
ing example of a cult classic.
OPINION
CHARLES DALE
Evil Dead legacy alive
Sex assault policy overdue
New 
houses, 
no transit 
access
VERONNICA MACKILLOP and CHANDLER WALTER comic
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Horror: the sum of all fears
Films turn society’s biggest phobias into scary entertainment for horror aficionados
Courtesy of DOWN STAGE RIGHT 
PRODUCTIONS
Poster of the Night of the Living 
Dead live production.
SEAN HITREC photo
Basel Hussein is covering his face as he recreates his bad trip when he first smoked salvia.
 ‘God punched me in  
Everyone experiences fear differently; some have fun, while others don’t
By SEAN HITREC
S
cary movies are too frightening 
for him, but potential hallucino-
genic-drug-induced near-death 
experiences are just fine for Ba-
sel Hussein, a first-year psychology 
student at Langara.
“I went up to the sky and then God 
punched me in the face. So he punched 
me down to hell and then I just had hell 
for 20 minutes,” Hussein said of his 
first salvia experience. “In the trip, I 
just completely forgot about life. I al-
most thought I was dead. I thought I 
was in hell. Then when I woke up. I 
didn’t believe it.”
“For the next hour I didn’t speak a 
word and I was just looking at my 
hands.”
For some people, experiencing a bad 
trip of God punching them in the face 
would be too terrifying to accept, but 
screaming to a scary scene in The Con-
juring would be fun.   
According to Sheila Woody, a psy-
chology professor at UBC, fear is for 
survival, and there is no line that sepa-
rates it from being fabricated and being 
in actual danger.
“At the brain level, fear is all the 
same... The fear response is a fight-or-
flight response and it basically pre-
pares the body for serious action,” 
Woody said. “And so if you are in a situ-
ation that requires action, like you are 
hiking and you see a bear and her cubs 
then that’s very, very functional. It’s 
healthy fear because you’re in an ob-
jectively dangerous situation.”
By contrast, many people love Hal-
loween and the fear of ghosts ghouls 
and monsters. 
“Some people find the sensation of 
scary movies or roller coasters, they 
find that to be appealing. They really 
enjoy the energizing feeling of that,” 
Woody said. 
“...You have your increases in adren-
aline and increased heart rate and oth-
er kinds of physiological responses.”
Phobias 
inspire
movies
By JESSICA PURVER
The fear of sinister clowns, blood-splattered dolls and possessed children are popular themes in 
horror movies that were influenced by 
phobias found in real life.
The concept of fear is complex, and 
not just manifested in horror films be-
cause it can be acquired from the un-
known. What is in the shadows can 
lead to a fear of the dark and seeing 
ghosts and spectres induces a fear of 
paranormal activities. These phobias 
are well documented in real life, and 
then adapted for people to see on the 
big screen.
Gregory Holditch, a Langara English 
instructor who teaches Modern Novel, 
Poetry, and Film, believes a dynamic 
horror film functions on two levels. 
“I think that’s what makes horror ex-
citing - it has that duality,” said Hold-
itch.
A horror movie will entertain and 
engage its audience on the surface lev-
el and the hidden 
messages that it 
contains. 2014’s 
It Follows, about 
a young woman 
being followed 
by a supernatu-
ral force, and 
2011’s The Cabin 
in the Woods 
about five col-
lege students in 
a remote cabin, 
are good exam-
ples of films that 
allow the audi-
ence to both re-
act to and ex-
plore their 
greatest social 
and superficial 
fears.
“There are of 
course the films 
that I just watch 
and enjoy on my 
own, then there 
are the films 
[where] there’s 
something deep-
er and more sig-
nificant that would make really good 
fodder to discuss in class,” said Hold-
itch.
Darryl Gasbarri, owner of Nether-
world Collectibles in Burnaby, said that 
people choose to be frightened in hor-
ror movies because they can experi-
ence their instinctual reactions of fear 
in a controlled environment. He com-
pared watching a scary movie to sky-
diving because it is cheaper and safer 
than experiencing an adrenaline rush 
“Everybody wants to be scared at 
some point,” said Gasbarri, who is also 
a film aficionado. “We want to be 
scared knowing we’re safe.” 
For Gasbarri, what you don’t under-
stand and cannot see are the most uni-
versally terrifying factors in a film. 
 “The human imagination is much 
more disturbed than the movie,” he 
said. 
“Your mind will fill in the blanks.”
Real life fears have driven 
horror films to scare audi-
ences and share messages
Cult classics
aren’t dead
Old horror movies are still 
alive, thanks to remakes
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN
Halloween enthusiasts are getting into the eerie spirit with their fa-vourite cult classics and modern 
remakes being turned into stage pro-
ductions. 
Combining fiction with realism to 
provide a hearty dose of fear is what 
makes viewers appreciate these films 
over many decades, and inspires direc-
tors to make remakes of it. 
Mark Carter, an artistic director at 
Down Stage Right Productions (DSR), 
appreciates the nostalgia of a classic 
horror film. He has made a career of re-
making cult classics for the Vancouver 
stage, such as Evil Dead and The Rocky 
Horror Show. He directed CBC Studio 
700’s live production of Night of the Liv-
ing Dead on Oct. 20-23.  
“A cult classic endures because it’s 
familiar and it’s something that made 
an impression on people,” said Carter. 
“People want to revisit something they 
love.” 
 “People may not have ever seen a 
classic but have heard of it, so it’s a bit 
of a curiousity perhaps to find out for 
themselves what all the fuss is about.” 
There have been multiple remakes of 
the 1960 thriller Psycho, most recently 
the spinoff television show Bates Motel. 
Justis Greene, the show’s producer, 
jokes that remakes in the film industry 
stems from a lack of new ideas. 
“The originals tend to be so incredi-
ble that there seems to be an audience 
for them,” Greene said. “We’re lucky in 
that we have phenomenal writers with 
incredible imaginations to make the 
show contemporary.” 
Despite the lack of originality that 
comes from remakes, fear is the most 
essential part of these classic films. Pe-
ter Babiak, a Langara English profes-
sor who teaches Modern Novel, Poetry, 
and Film, appreciates the psychological 
aspects of these older films, and feels 
that gory effects overshadow original 
writing in newer horror movies.
“I think it’s important to be scared 
every once in a while. There’s a theatri-
cality to fear and to horror, and that 
hasn’t changed since Shakespeare,” 
said Babiak.  
CLAUSTROPHOBIA
Fear of small spaces
AGORAPHOBIA
Fear of open or crowded 
spaces
MYSOPHOBIA
Fear of germs
ACROPHOBIA
Fear of heights
ARACHNOPHOBIA
Fear of spiders
AEROPHOBIA
Fear of flying
Source: http://www.fearof.net
COMMON
phobias
the face’
“The 
human 
imagina-
tion is 
much more 
distrubed 
than the 
movie
DARRYL GASBARRI
Netherworld Col-
lectibles owner
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Falcons’ Tally
WOMEN’S SOCCER
W-D-L 
6-4-2
Ranked: 3rd
MEN’S SOCCER
W-D-L 
1-9-2
Ranked: 5th
File photo
Preston Wong lunges for a birdie at the PacWest provincial badminton championship in February, when Langara still had a team.
Bye bye, birdie 
PacWest axes badminton, leaving Langara and other teams adrift
By CLARE HENNIG
O
nce a force to be reckoned with, 
and the reigning team provin-
cial champions, the Langara Fal-
cons’ badminton team has dis-
solved after the provincial league 
dropped the sport.
PacWest, B.C.’s provincial college 
sports league, removed badminton 
from its roster after an unsustainable 
drop in provincial teams.
The problem is that too few B.C. col-
leges have competitive badminton 
teams, according to Carly Scarr, de-
partment assistant for athletics and in-
tramurals at Langara.
“We used to have a strong league 
with six or seven institutions. That 
slowly dwindled down until last year,” 
she said. “It’s not really a viable league 
when you only have three teams com-
peting.”
Scarr said the college fully supports 
badminton and wants to maintain a 
team somehow. 
Badminton has been a significant 
sport at the college for decades with 
photos of the team’s victories, going 
back as far as the 1970s, displayed out-
side the gym. Prior to this setback, the 
badminton team at Langara had a 
great reputation that drew some stu-
dents to the college.
“Badminton at Langara was one of 
the main reasons I went to Langara in 
the first place,” said Preston Wong, 
who played on the team for two years. 
Wong left Langara last semester af-
ter the cancellation was announced.  
 “Because there was no more bad-
minton, I decided to take a year off and 
work full-time,” Wong said. 
Bonnie Cheng, one of Langara’s as-
sistant badminton coaches, said SFU 
and UBC also have teams that could 
compete in PacWest, but there were 
rules preventing college and university 
teams from competing against one an-
other. Cheng, along with coaches from 
other schools with badminton teams, 
are attempting to come up with a work-
around. 
“Because there is no PacWest, and a 
lot of student athletes want to keep 
badminton alive, we’re trying to start a 
club league. Basically, not with Pac-
West, but a college and university 
league where we can all gather and 
compete with each other,” she said.
EMELIE PEACOCK photo
Falcons guard Timmie Choi lobs a shot during practice.
Basketball teams ready for fresh start
Men’s and women’s teams ended last season on a low 
note, hope to rebound for a stronger playoff run
Empty stands 
at Falcons’ 
matches
Langara sports teams say 
they have barely any fans 
cheering them on at games
By EMELIE PEACOCK 
The B.C. college basketball season has just begun and the Falcons are preparing for another shot at the 
PacWest provincial championship af-
ter a disappointing finish last year. 
Both the men’s team and the wom-
en’s team were eliminated in the first 
round of the championships last sea-
son. This year the women are a rookie 
team with 11 new players and a new 
coach, while the men’s team is more ex-
perienced with nine returning players. 
Winston Brown took over as head 
coach of the women’s team when his 
predecessor, Mike Evans, stepped 
down this spring after 14 years of 
coaching the team. Brown said he has 
implemented on- and off-court changes 
to get young players ready for the sea-
son. 
“We’ve incorporated in our practices 
more working out, more agility, more 
shooting. So that’s the on-court stuff. 
We’ve also implemented study hall and 
tutoring to make sure that they do take 
care of that student aspect of the 
game,” said Brown. 
The changes are paying off, said 
Brown, with several successful exhibi-
tion games played and no injuries go-
ing into the season, compared to five 
injuries this time last year. The new 
team is positive about their chances for 
making it to the PacWest champion-
ship. 
“I think there’s a possibility we can 
make it to the provincial final if we 
work hard and I feel like with this 
team, with everyone’s motivation, 
whatever we want to do we can get 
there” said guard Adina Oprea, return-
ing for a second year with the Falcons. 
Men’s head coach Paul Eberhardt is 
positive about the maturity and cohe-
sion he sees among his players. 
“The thing I really like about this 
group is they are really selfless, they 
really care about each other and about 
the team and I think that’s just as im-
portant a characteristic as anything 
else,” Eberhardt said. 
Ravi Basra, guard and last season’s 
PacWest rookie of the year, is aiming 
for a national win. 
“I feel a lot more confident going into 
this season. Everyone has a lot more 
experience under their belt so I’m look-
ing forward to what happens next,” 
Basra said. 
Both teams play their first game of 
the season on Oct. 28 at Langara Col-
lege.
By MELANIE GREEN
T he Falcons men’s soccer team could have used support from its fans Saturday when it lost 5-1 to 
the Quest Kermodes while attempting 
to secure an unlikely playoff berth.
   The soccer team isn’t the only Lan-
gara sports team that doesn’t have 
many fans at its games. In fact, all of the 
teams listed under the Falcon’s umbrel-
la report low fan turnout, with just fam-
ily members or friends in the stands.
   “To be honest, I don’t even know 
who the Falcons are,” said Robert Bin-
ning, a Langara student and a sports 
fan. 
   The Langara Falcons include golf, 
basketball and soccer teams. 
Denise Busay-
ong, facilities as-
sistant for athlet-
ics and 
intramurals at 
Langara, said in 
an email “I be-
lieve we don’t 
get more sup-
porters at the 
games simply 
because they are 
not aware that 
we do have var-
sity sports.” 
She said there 
were large post-
ers in Building A with full schedules, 
but people rarely read them.
Marc Rizzardo, men’s soccer coach, 
said his team was “Out of sight, out of 
mind,” because they don’t train or play 
on campus. They play at Musqueam 
Park, which is approximately 15 min-
utes away from 
campus by car 
and approxi-
mately 25 min-
utes by bus.
    Langara stu-
dent Alex Reaper 
said “There’s not 
really much ad-
vertisement, and 
unless they’re 
super interested, 
who’s going to 
watch the game? 
If you’re not involved nobody is going to 
really go, which sucks.” 
Reaper said he recalled seeing a soc-
cer schedule in front of the cafeteria 
that had a game scheduled in Squa-
mish, which was too far for him.
   Syd Goyal is a Langara student who 
plays weekly intramural games. “Not 
[many] people show up because they’re 
busy with coursework and they also 
work. There’s not any advertisements,” 
he said. 
Goyal took a photo of the intramural 
calendar when it was posted the first 
week of the semester, but he said it was 
quickly taken down.     
According to Rizzardo, other schools 
also see low turnout.
“It’s not like the States, the culture is 
different,” he said.
“To be 
honest, I 
don’t even 
know who 
the Falcons 
are
ROBERT BINNING
LANGARA
STUDENT
SYD GOYAL
Intramurals 
player
“Because 
there was 
no more 
badminton
I decided 
to take a 
year off
PRESTON WONG
FORMER
 LANGARA 
BADMINTON 
PLAYER
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
SEASON OPENER:
Oct. 28 6 p.m.
at Langara College
MEN’S BASKETBALL 
SEASON OPENER:
Oct. 28 8 p.m.
at Langara College
